SUMMARY To determine the storage temperature needed for the preservation of standard sera for serodiagnostic tests, groups of sera were tested before and after storage at -70°C and -20°C for periods of up to five years. The temperature required depended on the nature of the test, but no definite advantage was found in storage at -70°C. For IF and CF was noted, whereas CAP and CIEP were recorded only as positive or negative. The routine procedure was to store test sera at 4VC for periods of one to seven days before testing. Those sera that had been found to have positive antibody levels were subsequently placed in small aliquots at -20'C or -70'C. Only those sera tested by CF had been heat-inactivated, and no preservatives were added to the sera before storage. The date of storage was recorded on each individual aliquot.
After a known period of storage of one to five years all the stored sera were retested, and any fall in titre by CF or IF, or loss of positivity by CAP or CIEP, was noted. The source of supply and method of preparation of all antigens remained constant throughout the study.
Results
As far as could be judged from the limited range of antigens employed, all of either protozoal or helminthic origin, the nature of the antigen did not affect the outcome of the investigation. However, the effect of storage temperature on the deterioration of serum varied considerably, depending on the type of serological test (Table) .
The sera stored at -70'C and tested by CF deteriorated rapidly with time. After three years some 
